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The U S. Fish and Wildlife Service called in the Nat10nal Guard this winter to help with a spec1al project on Faulkner s Island. At the request
of USFWS Manager Rick Potvin, Chief Warrant Officer Paul Melanson and his crew flew a Chinook helicopter out to the island and brought
back a stranded skid steer loader. The 7,000-pound piece of machinery had been on the island to help dig the foundation for the expanded
generator building. The equipment was stranded when a hurricane brushed by and washed out a dirt road. “These guys really helped me
out and I can’t thank them enough,” Potvin said. Melanson and crew landed the machine expertly onto a parking lot at Hammonasset State
Park. The aerial photo was provided by Doug Livornese, Walt Kudler and Chuck Stevens of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Air Unit.

Announcing A Spectacular Summer And September

%% will be on the island seven days a
« week on a rotating schedule.
The new generator building also
enables USFWS to hire, for the first
time, an Island Keeper. Elizabeth and
¢ John Delemarre of Madison will take

There is exciting news at
Faulkner’s Island, a summer of
activity for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, a September with two Open
House Weekends planned and, for
the first time, the hiring of an Island

Keeper. = up residence on the island through
And then there is much more. September, welcoming guests once the
Where to begin? roseate terns have safely moved on.

First, there is a new, enlarged
generator building, making it
possible for summer interns and

Last year’s rebuilding of the pier,
installation of a floating dock system
' and dredging of the boat basin makes

USFWS personnel to spend more l\ L o S B0 MEATERG it possible this year to hold two Open

time safely and comfortably on the ~ Chinook hel1C0Pter House Weekends in September. They

island. The three interns hired for the summer are two will be September 6-7, and September 13-14.

Guilford natives, Orrin Jones and Wayne Vetre, and from In addition to all of this, Faulkner’s Light Brigade has

Utah, Anna Hathaway. also completed another restoration project, this one the
Cindy Coughenour, USFWS, explains, “Our interns painting of the cast iron stairway inside the lighthouse. This

will be monitoring tern colony activity and predator conservation project will be on view for this year’s Open

activity. We continue to count the number of chicks and House Weekends.

compare that number to previous years. We also Welcome to an exciting summer and September on

continually monitor conditions for breeding.” The interns  Faulkner’s Island.

The name Octagon refers to the shape of the historic lighthouse on Faulkner’s Island, a beacon to mariners since 1802.



What used to be a one-room building to house
interns and USFWS staff has been successfully
renovated this spring, providing better space and
conveniences, working room and lodging.

Cindy Coughenour of USFWS, explains the
original building presented some restrictions. “We
would survey the tern colony early in the morning.
The birds defecate on us. We would return “home’ to
the generator building to change clothes, eat and
recline until the noon heat passed. By necessity, our
equipment would be piled not far from our plates.

“The building as one room did not support a stove
for cooking, an area for separating eating from soiled
work clothes, and washing dishes had to be done
outside on the edge of a colony.

“Expansion of the building supports interns and
staff, allowing then to separate a clean living and
eating space from work clothes and equipment. The

Renovating The Generator Building

USDA monitors the Faulkner’s Island colony for
Avian Influenza and other diseases. Fortunately,
there has been no sign for concern, however, we
want to keep everyone safe and clean.

“The rehabilitation affords the interns a more
comfortable space to live and work in for a week at a
time. The roof has been repaired. Windows have
been installed as well as a tile floor and a propane
stove. A non-potable water system will support short
showers and washing kitchenware. A new restroom
on top of the island has been added. Next year
individual sleeping areas are planned for the interior
of the building.

“We are excited to offer interns improved living
facilities and Faulkner’s Light Brigade an opportunity
to house a fall Island Keeper. Not only will we enjoy
the island, so will the general public as we begin to
plan for open house weekends and other events.”

From May to
September is a busy
time for the roseate
tern, which nests,
breeds and fledges its
young on Faulkner’s
Island. It is also a
busy time for the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife
Service, which
monitors and counts
the young chicks.
This photo of a nest,
egg and young chick
remind us that
Faulkner’s, in
addition to its service
as an active
lighthouse, is an
important wildlife
sanctuary, a part of
the Stewart B.
McKinney National
Wildlife Refuge.

Visit our website! www.lighthouse.cc/FLB/



FLB Welcomes The Delemarres As Island Keepers

ince childhood Elizabeth Delemarre spent her

summers at her grandmother’s cottage on

Hartford Avenue in Madison. When she was a
teenager, she would climb aboard the family’s 14-
foot Boston whaler piloted by her brother and visit
the Coast Guard living out on Faulkner’s Island. “It
was very exciting,” she recalls.

In late August she returns to Faulkner’s, this time
with her husband John, as the pair take up the new
position of Island Keeper. “I think this will be very
exciting as well,” Elizabeth says.

The Delemarres take up this position — new to them
and new to the island — the week of August 24 and
they will remain to the end of September. They have
lived for years on Neck Road where Faulkner’s
Lighthouse has been a familiar, comforting presence.
“We would hope we

Visit our website! www.lighthouse.cc/FLB/

could introduce that same feeling to others. We'll see.
We don’t know yet what this first September will
bring,” John says.

John’s background includes 34 years in military
service, both active and reserve, as well as 23 years
working with the federal prison system. He was also
an attorney. Elizabeth, for years a stay-at-home
mother, is now working on a children’s book about
sea creatures. She began considering the Island
Keeper position when FLB Chairman Fred
Farnsworth, seeing Elizabeth out on her daily walk,
suggested it. The Delemarres were interested.

“We committed to the position first, then we had
our first real visit to the island,” Elizabeth recalls.

It was around late April and the Delemarres were
being ferried out to the island in a USFWS transport,
sharing it “with kitchen cabinets and a stove still

in their cardboard cartons.” It was their first
indication that the expansion of the living

quarters was still not complete.

The couple is prepared for the adventure.
“September is one of my favorite
months. I look forward to
spending it at Faulkner’s
and introducing it to
others,” John said.
FLB, USFWS and
the Delemarres
hope the Island
Keeper
position will
allow
Faulkner’s to
open to the
public most
days
throughout
September for
sightseeing,
picnics, Open
House Weekends
and perhaps

other events.

The Delemarres will
be at home on the island when
the U.S. flag is flying. Watch for it
beginning August 24 and continuing
through September.
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on the staircase.

Inside the Faulkner’s Island Lighthouse is a 33-
foot high cast iron spiral staircase. Until last fall it was
suffering from years-old flaking paint, which left it
vulnerable to increasing rust in the harsh island
environment. No more.

In November John Saunders of Guilford and
his crew from Conservation Services removed the
old paint, restoring and repairing the staircase.
The project cost $15,724 and was financed by
Faulkner’s Light Brigade as part of its mission to
conserve the lighthouse.

Saunders reported an exposed oxidized surface
on approximately 90 percent of the staircase surface.
“Corrosion levels varied from severe to moderate,”
he said. “The most heavily corroded were the
horizontal tops of the steps.” His inspection showed
that none of the cast iron units appeared to be
compromised by corrosion.

All the corrosion was removed, the entire staircase
treated with a stabilizer, and then primed and painted.

Interestingly, Saunders reported that most stair

Spiral staircase before renovation and at right, Brett Budde of Conservation Services LLC. is hard at work

Conserving The Spiral Stairway: FLB’s Latest Major Project

Left photo: Steven McGuire

units showed signs of painted or applied numbering,
beginning at the bottom with 1. “To preserve these as
a historic feature, they were masked off during
painting and carefully hand cleaned and coated with
an exterior grade clear urethane,” he explained.

Cracks and holes caused by corrosion were
repaired and welded. The ladder between the
top landing and lantern house cast iron deck
was reattached.

The work was done under the supervision of
Fred Vogt, chair of FLB’s maintenance committee.
The rust and repairs were completed according to
guidelines recommended by the National Park
Service and in ways that were sensitive to retaining
the historic value of the staircase.

Records show the lighthouse was originally built
around 1802 when James Madison was President of
the United States, and the cast iron staircase recently
restored was installed in about 1871 as part of a major
lighthouse renovation. The Brigade is pleased to have
been able to conserve this piece of island history.

Visit our website! www.lighthouse.cc/FLB/




View from Lighthouse window. photo: Steven McGuire

Volunteers Needed!

Faulkner’s Light Brigade is seeking
volunteers who would enjoy becoming
more active with the Brigade. Anyone
interested in giving a little of their time to
assist with various activities would be very
much appreciated.

The Brigade could use assistance with
mailings of The Octagon, covering the
telephone answering machine via home
phone, setting up for various programs,
and manning tables of merchandise for sale
and refreshments at events.

Preparing for the September Open
House Weekends will also require a lot of
extra hands and we could definitely use
help cleaning up and mowing portions of
the island. On the days of the Open House
help is needed either on the island or at the
marina with setting up, manning tables for
merchandise, and assisting visitors on and
off boats, as well as monitoring lines of
visitors going into the lighthouse.

We could definitely use the assistance of
boat owners who would help with various
jobs during the Open House Weekends.

If you would be interested, please send
a note to our P.O. Box 444, Guilford,
Connecticut 06437 or leave a message on
our answering machine at 203-453-8400.
Your help will be appreciated!

Recognizing Retiring Directors

For a decade Faulkner’s Light Brigade has succeeded in preserving the island and restoring the lighthouse

through the time, energy, interest and expertise of its members. Special thanks must

be given to the Brigade’s Board of Directors for their unflagging efforts

This year we are saying goodbye to several directors who have been with

us since the earliest days. They have chosen to retire and they deserve our

particular thanks. We wish to recognize the following directors who are

retiring: Joe Arnold, Gustaf Bodin, Richard DiNardo, Lew DeSanto,
Guido Petra and Sally Richards.

Welcoming New Ones

At the same time, we welcome good friends who have accepted a request to

join the Board of Directors. The new directors are: Henry Graver, Jeff Heinrich,

Bob Kazdan, Drew Kufta, Gary Lyon and Marie Pohlman.

Visit our website! www.lighthouse.cc/FLB/




Show Off Your
Membership

Make a fashion statement.
Faulkner's Light Brigade
t-shirts and polo shirts are
available for sale. The 100
percent cotton t-shirts carry
the distinctive Brigade logo
printed on the left chest.
They can be ordered in two
colors, ash or sand, in sizes
M, L, XL, and XXL. The
price is $16 each, plus $4.50
per order for shipping.

The polo shirt with an
embroidered image of
Faulkner's Lighthouse is
available in navy or hunter
green in sizes S, M, L, XL
and XXL. The price is $29,
plus $4.50 per order for
shipping. These shirts can be
personalized with a name,
for an additional $5, at the
time of ordering.

Please make checks payable
to "FLB" and forward to:
Faulkner's Light Brigade,

c/o Joseph Nugent, 423
Whitfield St., Guilford, CT
06437. If you have
questions, please call Joe at
203-453-4034 and leave a
name and contact number
with your question.

Show your support for
Faulkner's Island and
the Light Brigade!

Faulkner’s Light Brigade Membership

Listing represents those members who have made a donation in either 2007 or 2008.

‘‘‘‘‘

Guardian of the Light
($1,000 and up)

Guido Petra

Mr. & Mrs. Gustaf R. Bodin
Ruth Ann & David Beckerman
Julie & Robert Schaffer

Rikki & Barry Kaplan

Benefactor of the Light
($500-$999)

Robert F. Schumann

Patron of the Light
($250-$499)

Everett MacLeman

Margaret & Bob Patricelli
Eileen & Andrew Eder

Marjorie & Alan Smith

Eric Ploumis

Richard and Marianne Cosgrove
Cedar Island Marina

Grace & Fred Farnsworth

Mary Kelly & Richard Amerling

Lightkeeper ($100-$249)
Tom & Susan Salice
Cynthia Magee
Trudy & Stan Barnes
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew D. Weaver
Mr & Mrs. Thomas Mitchell
Marjorie & Charles A. O'Malley III
Irene & Arthur Daly
Howard Tuttle, Jr.
Jean Young
Joan & William Cameron Jr.
Jen & Mike McNiff
Mrs. Harrison Stevens
Stuart M. Low
Guilford Funeral Home
Dorothy Volosin
Susan & Richard DiNardo
Elliot & Nancy Wilcox
Mrs. Howard D. White
Margherita & Walter Bacon
A. Michael Lussier &

Linda ] McDowell
Russell H. &

Patricia M. Norman, Jr.
David W. Smith

* Denotes four consecutive years of donations

Sharon & Donald Baechler

Diana & John Herzog

Catherine Offredi

Judy & Jerry Theise

Dave & Carol Bredbury

Guilford Garden Club

Diana M. Sattelberger &
James Sligar

Samuel Fuller

Catharine Hopkins

Lindley & Robert Sawyer

Libby & Al Hollingsworth

Joe Goldberg

Senator Edward Meyer

Raymond & Barbara Jacobsen

Salvatore and Anita Catardi

Russell & Sarah Davidson

Ted and Kiki Kennedy

Bonnie and Jonathan Rothberg

Ide Schmertz

Demie & Drew Kufta

Joan Ames Berkowitz

Al & Terry Hershey

John Henningson

Peter & Betsy Russell

Herman Spiegel

Kate & William Lee

Shirley Hartwell

Margaret T.M. Jones

Johnnie & Thelma Mouning

Jenny & Kevin Lampus

Gordon Campbell

Sarah & Ron Bowers (& Friends)

Donald & Jean Butler

John H. Landon

Carol & Dwight Carlson

Joseph Castelli

Beaconer ($50-$99)
Marie Landry

David W. Knapp

Barbara & Richard Angle
Ann Delaney

Ida Etherington

Susan & David Priest

Dr. & Mrs. Winthrop Smith
George B. Uihlein

Robert B. Gordon
Frederick F. Bruening

Helen & Steve Downing

Ruth Kimberly Young

Barbara & Jack Wells

Kathy & Don Milnes

Joel E. Helander

Dorothy L. duPont

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Johnston
Kennedy & Perkins Inc.
Dwight & Maureen Lopes
Anne & Chris Duhaime
Barbara Shryock Koelle

Carol & Ralph Linsley

Edward Chittenden

Gerard & Kathy Abbatello
Peter ]J. Butler

Patty & Cliff McGuire
Elizabeth & H. M. (Sandy) Soars
Priscilla Sperry

Doris M. Reimels

Carter Stilson

Claudia Bemis & Bob Weinstein
Roger & Gail Fabian

Alex Marganski & Patrick Kearny
Karen & Richard Stoll

Cynthia Wommack Cook
Margaret & Whitney Morse
Ron Swanson

Arthur Ebbert, Jr.

Guilford Yacht Club

MaryJane & Ron Foster

Jeni Gianotti & Charles Fascia
John Kirby

Leonard B. Willcox

John E. Woodward, Jr.

Simon Stewart

Elizabeth W. Fischer

Gail A. Jewiss

Pam & Tim Visel

Mr. & Mrs. G. Ernest Anderson
Jim & Cynthia Dwyer

Byrom Gardiner

Estate of Clemontine D. Hubbard

Visit our website! www.lighthouse.cc/FLB/




Faulkner’s Light Brigade Membership

Listing represents those members who have made a donation in either 2007 or 2008.

Carolyn Kirmss

Elizabeth & Frederick Kingsbury IV
James & Barbara Francese, Jr.
Ruth & Tom Nardini
Allison Alkire

John Herzan

Antoinette Dupont

Laurna & Steve Worden
Stephen & Ann Page
Marjorie H. Davis

Hans and Dorothea Flink
Kathleen Santucci

Jane White Lewis

Mannix Chevrolet-Pontiac
John Augustyn

Patricia & John Bryant
Connie Cosgrove

Cathy & Jerry Stewart

Carl & Linda Balestracci
Marcella Davidson
Gerlinde Kehlenbach

Beth & Henry Gottlieb
Vaughn & Judy Knowles
Pam & Bruce Simonds
Lorraine Maurice

Barbara Beckerman

Betty & Chris Cosgrove
Margaret & William Loos
Lawrence Delponte & Welsh
Richard & Toni Sonet
Priscilla Cosgrove

Beth Carroll-Horrocks
Lynne & Christopher Bonee
Sally W. Richards

Mariner ($25-$49)
Mr. & Mrs. Norton Morrison
Allison Hackbarth

Arlene Hackbarth

Tom & Alyce Benson

W. Harmon Leete

The Chiaramonte Family
Lynn E. Buhrer

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Hard
Clarice Chomich

Cynthia & Richard Eckstrom
Arlene & Tom Pregman
Janet V. Roberts

Jan Russo

Bonnie & Thomas Williams
Robert A. Cairns

Pat & Phillip Clarkin

Robert & Connie Scott
Marge & Corky Cordts
Myles & Carol DuBay

John & Dallas Edwards
Beverly & Marvin Zimmerman
Mary & Ron Repetti

Henry & Evelynne Tichy
Nancy C. Thompson

Mary & Ned Ahearn
Priscilla & Ray Rensis
Elizabeth J. Fox

Mr. & Mrs. Erskine Crossley

* Denotes four consecutive years of donations

Robert Kirby

K. Stephen Meader

Mr. & Mrs. L. Reinhauzens
Leland & Madeline Hubbard
Ruth & Marshall Neale
Ann & William Janeway
John & June Torino
Marjorie & Vernon Dudley
Elizabeth B. Leete

Frank Maiale

Laurel & Walter Mills
Deborah Peluse

John Kreider

Louise & William Gilpatrick
Brenda & Frank Karsmarski
Roger & Mary Jane Kelsey
Susan & Herbert Burstein
Elizabeth Lowe

Cynthia A. Becce

Norb Rioux

Nancy & Philip Elderbaum
Sandra G. Wildman

Edith B. Nettleton

Donald B. Hyatt

Shirley Sabine

M. John Hamer

Phyllis Gilbert

Carolyn Helander
Madelyn Kmetzo

Janet & R. Michael Cosgrove
Ann & Tim McCann
Robert Oppel

Alison Varian

Roger Zerillo

Virginia & Charles Baltay
Charlie Shelley

Marilyn Brown Janeway
Susan & Michael Foley
Susanne M. Zdanowicz
The Scialla Family

Murray Newton

Sarah McCulloch

Lois B. Hubbell

Catherine Offredi
Humbert A. Astredo
Nicholas Day

Ruth & Peter Connal
Charlotte B. Mousch
William & Patricia Seekamp
Bob Taylor

Richard & Carol Werle
Elizabeth N. Theiss

Ruth Woodruff

Carlene Kulisch

Sally Brown

Nancy and Scott Conover
Barry and Eleanor Green
Anna Dwyer

Judie Fine

Barbara Ann Kiesel
Kathleen and Jay Perkins
Michael & MaryAnn Bracken
Madelaine Goldish
Margaret Palmieri

Sandra & Fred Flatow
Robert & Janet Beer

Barbara & Erwin Kobs
Nancy & David Mathews
Beryl B. Weinstein
Catherine & Alexander Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Smith
Dr. George W. Gilbert
Lesley & Paul Bailey-Gates
Patricia Chapman

Barbara Douglas

Cynthia Grey

Jeffrey Norton

Fred Ulbrich, Jr.

Richard Fencil

Elizabeth V. Horowitz
Denise Shepard

Jeremy D'Entremont

Susan & Sands Aeschliman
Russell & Violet Skillin Trust
Pete & Betty Greenvall
Susan Schumann-Skehan
Frederick & Deborah Journalist
Lucia Dexter

John & Frances Landry
Sheila Bruce

Nina & Bob Wolfson

Friend ($10-$24)
Kevin Schwatlow

Sharon Shay

Elizabeth & Erwin Griffiths
Helen E. Anderson
Sandra J. Ruoff

Harry H. Mark M.D.
Ruth A. Nettleton

Vida L. Holzinger
Priscilla D. Morse

C. Allan Borchert

The Amatruda Family
Joan L. Carroll

Jean G. Meiselman
Harding Reemsnyder
Fran & Tom King

Debra & Richard Forselius
Ron & Marianne DeMartino
David North

Danielle Shepard

Jean H. Scott

Kim & Douglas Stumpe
May-Elinor Dudley
Elizabeth A. Regan

Joan P. Platner

Frances Metzler
Elizabeth Barnes

Jeanne & Robert Bendick
Joan Churchward Jenkins
Josephine & Philip Evans
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Mahon
Diane & Robert Richard
Elizabeth Gardner
Priscilla Kirby

Pauline Newton

Doris & Carl Olovson

Beverly Waters

Mae Bergen Christie

Amy M. Wininger

Noreen Campbell-Parlato

Pam Harding

Raymond W. and Alice Hencir
John V. Leffingwell

Rich Schmid

Ellen von Weer

Mary and Jeff Beeman

Charles L. Biggs

Doug & Audrey Eisenlohr, Sr.
Rev. Bradford B. Locke, Jr.
Janice G. Teft

Gale M. Creighton

Maureen & Matthew Goodrich
Catherine & James O'Connell
Jim & Gillian Rose

Ann E. Sottery

Karen & Joe Flatley

Betsey Stevens

Jeanne & William Farquaharson
Charlotte, Akel & Patricia Frenett
Guilford Library Historical Room
Margaret Iacobellis

Amy & Peter Sims

Marjorie E. Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Work

Kay Honsberger

Zenna Pappacoda

Senior and Student ($5-$9)
Marshall & Lois Dudley
Henry P. Bakewell, Jr.
Hope Cordts

Vivian Chapin

Linda & Albert Mignone
Janet R. Cooper

Connie & Eugene Hubbard
Charlotte Tietjen

Wilford Parker

Betty Page

Lucian DeLucia

Ellen Bernstein

Linda Smith-Criddle
Charlotte Mowrey

Memorials

Cynthia Magee - $100 in memory of
John Magee

Marie Macchietto - $100 in memory
of Edward D. Macchietto

Jayne and Lawrence DelPonte
Welsh - $50 in memory of Ned
Cosgrove

Honors

Thomas and Barbara Puffer - $25 in
"honor of Richard DiNardo

Harry and Margaret Cordts - $50 in
honor of Randy and Marilyn
Janeway

Visit our website! www.lighthouse.cc/FLB/
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Open House Weekends | FAULKNER’S LIGHT Non-Profit Org
BRIGADE U.S. Postage
The new pier, floating docks and P.O. Box 444 PAID
dredged basin completed last Guilford, CT 06437 Permit No. 6
! year will now make it Guilford, CT
V};);)lsc.lsll'l:f)lesfor ’Fhe U.csi. Fish and Return Service
ildlife er.V1ce arT Requested
Faulkner’s Light Brigade to
offer two Open House
Weekends in September.
The dates for the 2008
ag Faulkner’s Island Open
House Weekends are:
i . September 6 & 7 and
- September 13 & 14.
Again this year public
transportation will be
available, for a charge,
from Seaport
Express.
For more information about the Open House
Weekends, watch local newspapers and visit the
FLB website: www.lighthouse.cc/FLB/
For information, please call (203) 453-8400 and leave a message. THE
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